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Rex merito debut Retribuere Legi, quia Lex tribuit ti, facit enim Lex quod ipſe fit 
Rex. Brafion, lib. 3+ C. 9. fol. 107. 


The King ought deſervedly to give the Law his due, becauſe the Law gave ic 
him ; for the Law makes him a King. 


Prov. 22-28. Remove ot the Ancient L1nd-mark (or Bound) which thy Fathers have ſet. 
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-Uor Popuki : 


The PEOPLES Chim 'to their 


PARLIAMENT S Sitting, to 
Redreſs Grievances and to provide for 


the Comman Safety, by the Known 


Laws and Conſtitutions of the Nation. 


Recommended to the KING and PARLIAMENT. 
at their meeting at Oxford, &c. 


Ince the Wonderful Diſcovery and undenyable Con- 
firmation of that horrid Popiſh Plot which deſigned 
fo mach ruine and miſchief to theſe Nations, in all 
things both” Civil and Sacred, and the unanimous Sence and 
Cenlure of ſo many Parliaments upon it, together with 
ſo many publick Acts of Figs upon ſo many of the 
Traytors; it was comfortably hoped before thirty Months 
ſhould have paſt over after the DeteQtion thereof, ſome 
effectual ' Remedyes might have been apply'd to prevent 
the further attempts of the Papiſts upon us, and betrefr 
to have ſecured the 'Proteſtants in their Religion, Lives 
and ' Propertyes. - But by fad experience we. have found, 
that notwithſtanding the Vigorous Endeavours of three of 
our Parliaments to: provide proper and wholſome Laws to 
Anſwer both ends: Yet fo . prevalent has this Intereft 
been, under ſo potent a head the D. of T. as to ſtifle 
in the Birth all thoſe hopeful Parliament-Endeavours z by 
thoſe many Surprizing and Aſtoniſhing Prorogations and 
Diſſolutions which they on” Ea. whereby our fears 

2 and 


Vox Popul, Or, 
and Dangers have Manifeſtly increaſed, and their Spirits 
heightned and -incouraged <4 renew and Muttipty- Fr 
Plottings and Deſigns upon us. 

But that, our approaching -Parliament: may be more ſuc- 
ceſſeful for our Relief before it be too late; þ ' being permit- 
ted to fit to Redrels*our Grievances, and to peri thole Good 
Bills which have been prepared by the former Parliaments 
to this purpoſe ; theſe following-Common Law Maxims reſpect- 
ing King and Parliament, and the; Commoy and Statute Laws 
themſelves (to prevent fuch unnatural Diſappointnients and Miſ. 
a_ providing for the fitting of Parliaments till Grieyances be 
redrels'd, and publick Safery ſecured and provided for, are ten- 
dered to conſideration. 


Some kun Maxims taken ont of the Law-Books. 
1. Reſpecting the King. 
; That the Kings of England can do nothing as Kings but: what 
ef right they ought to do. 
T hat the King Can do no wrong, nor can he dye. 
That the Kings Prerogative and the Subjetts Liberty are deter- 
mined by Law. "he it 
That the King hath no Power but what the Law gives him. _ 
. That the King is ſo called from Ruling well, Rex a bene Re 
Sendo [. viz. according to Law ] Becauſe he is a King whilſt he 
Rules well, but a Tyrant when he Oppreſſes. 
That Kings of England never appear more in their glory,ſplendoy 
and Majeſt ich, Soveraignty,than in Parliaments. 
That the Prerogative of the King carinot do wrong, nor be 4 
IVarrant to do wronz to any. Plowd. Comment. fol. 246. 
2. Reſpecting the Parliament, 


That Parliaments conſtitute and are layd in the Efſence of the 
Government. 

Fhat a Parltament is that to the Common-IWealth which ths 
Soul is to the Bady, which is enly able to apprehend and underſtand 
the ſ}mptoms of all Diſeaſes which threaten the Body politick, 

That a Parkiament is the Bulwark of our Liberty, the boundary 
- which keepr us from the Innundation of Tyrannical Pawer, Arbi- 
traxy and unbounded IVill-Government. gy 
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the Peoples Claimrto their Parliaments Sitting. Z 
© "That Parliaments do make new and” abrogate Old Laws, Re- 
form Grievances in the Common-Weabih, ſettle the Swereſſlon, 
grant fubſidres z And in ſumme, may be called the great Phiſttian = 
of the "Kingdom *- = 4 _ 
From'whence it appears and is ſelf evident if Parliaments are 
ſo abſolutely necefſary in this our conſtitution; That they muſt 
then have their certain ſtationary times of Seſſion; and continn- 
ance, for providing Laws, eſſentially neceſſary for the being, as 
welt as the well being of the People; *and R 'all* pub- 
lick Greivances, either by the want of Laws, os of the nndne 
Execution of them-in being, or otherwiſe : And ſuitable here- 
untoare thoſe Proviſions made by the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 
as recorded by them both inthe Common and Statute-Law : 
Firſt, What we find hereof in the Common Law. 
. The Common. Law'( faith my Lord Coke) 3s that which is form- Coke 1ih.n; 
dep' in the 6rhimnutable Law andlight of Nature, agreeable to the Rep. p. 12, 
Law of Gody 'requairing Order, Government, Subjeltion and Pro- 13: 
reftion; UC." Containing ancitvit uſages, Warrented by Holy Scrip. 
tare, and becanſe it is gencrally given to all, it is therefore call- 
ed Common.  - | ; 
And fartherfaith, 7 bat i» the Book called The Mirror of Juſtice £%9- Pre- 
ah the whole frame of the ancient common Laws of this Realm © 
mthe time of K. Arthur, 5x6. ell near the Conqueſt ; which 
Fears alſo of the Officers as well as the divirſny and DiſtiniFion 
of the Courts of Juſtice ( which are Officine Legis) and' partick« 
larly of the High Court of Parliament by the name of Council Gene- 
ral or Parliament ;, ſo called from Parler-la-ment, ſpeaking judi- 
cially bis mind: And amonsſt others gives us the following Law of 
King Alfred who Reigned about 880. 


&« Le Roy Alfred Ondeigna pur uſage perpetuel qur a deux foirs Mirror of 
« per lan ou plus ſovene pur miſtier in temps de peace ſe Aſſembler a Juſtice, 
« Londres, par Parliamenter ſarle guidement del people de dieu Suey. 
o« coment gents ſoy garderent de pechers, viverent in quiet, re- 
© cejverent droit per certain uſages et ſaints. Fudgments. 
« King Alfred Ordaiueth for a uſage perpetual, that twice a 
« year or oftner if need be,in time of = they ſhall Aſemble 
« themſelves at London, to Treat in Parliament of the Govern- 
* ment of the People of God,how they ſhould keep themſslves 


E©from: 


-«< from Offences, ſhould live in quiet, .avd hould recoivg vight 


« by certain Laws and holy Judgmevuts. þ... . Rn 
Cer thus (faith my Lord Coke) you have 8 Statute of .K, 
© Alfred as well: concerning the holding of this Courr.olf-Par. 


6 liament twice every year at the City of Loxdow, as t9 wini- 


« feſt the threefold end of this great and Honourable Aſfembly 
© of Eſtates; As, 3 77 : 

« Firſt, That the Subje& might be keptfrom offending ; that 
< is, thar Offiences might, be preveuted. both by good and pro. 


© vident Laws, and by the dye Execution thereof, - 


« Secondly, That men might live {afely. and4n quiet, | 
"< Thirdly, Thar all men might receive Juſtice by certain 
© Laws and holy Judgments; - thar, is, to the eud that Juſtice 
© might be the better adminiſtred,. that: Queſtions and Defects 
© in Laws might be by the High Colrt- af Parliament planed, 
© reduced to certginty and adjudged-. And fuxches ells' us thas 
© this Court being the moſt. Supream- Court of this, Redla,. is 
« a part of the frame of the Common Laws, and in. fone caſes 
« doth p gally,. according to the ordinary courſe of 
© the Common Law, as it appeereth, 39 E. 3. f. Coke Inſt, ch. 
29. fol. 5. To be ſhort, - _ _ it is —_— ve- 
zeſtatem ſpettes eff antiquiſſima,  dignitater e iſa, : 
par 55) + pms, — If yoo regard Aoniquay, @ of 
moſt Ancient, if Dignity the moſt Honourable, it Juri{dictt- 
on the moſt Soveraign, ht 

And where queſtion hath been made whether this Court 
continued during the Heptarchy, let the Records themſelves 
make anſwer, of which he gives divers Inſtances in the times 
of King Ine, Offa, Ethelbert. After the Heptarchy, K.' E4- 
ward Son of Alfred, K. Ethelſton, Edgar, Ethelred, Edmond, 
Canutws. All which (he faith) and many more are extant and 
publickly known; proving by divers argutnents, that there 
were Parliaments, unto which the Knights and Burgeſſes were 
ſummoned both before, in, and after the Reign of the Con- 
Gquerour, till - Hen. 3.time ; and for your, further fatis/aftion 
herein, fee 4 E. 3. 25. 49 Ed. 3. 22, 23. 11 H. 4. 2. Zitl. 
lib. 2.C. 10. 

Whereby We may underſtand, : 

1. That Parliaments are part of the. frame of the Common 


Law 


552 >Þ&F S722sS85&% EETgE 5338 C0 


or 
- 


da! 


the Peoples Claim to thee Parliaments Sitting. 
Law, Cwhich.is laid in the Law and Light of Nature, right Rea-- 
ſon and Scripture. J.* _ . . 2 wi ed] —_— 
2. "That according to this Moral Law of Equity-and Righte-/ 
Parliaments eught frequently to: meet for the common 
peace, ſatety and benefir of the People, and ſupport of the Go- 
verament. + .' | | 
3. Fhat Parkaments have been all along eſteemed an eſſen- 
tial part of rhe: Governmens, ware Foc moſt ancient, ho» 
nourable. and i9n Cot in the dra ca gu 
W 


ly and pe! to-fit; forthe making and abo aws, 
Redr 7 wn and fee to the dne adminubration oft 
Juſtice. | | 71 | 


. That asto the place of Meering, it was to be at Loder 
Rp City, of Eye and Hearr of the Nation, as be- 
iog not:only the-Regal. Sear; burthe prineipal place of Judica- 

andireſidence-ob the chief Officers, and Courts. of Fuſtice, 
where alſo the Records are kepr, as welt as the principal _ 
of ' Commerce: aud Concourfe is the Nation, and to which the - 
reg 2. have the beſt recourſe, and whereqhey may find 
the beſt accommodarion. 

5. The Antiquity of Parliaments- in this Nation, which 
have been fo gucient thas no. Record cart give any accountof: 
their, Beginning, my Lord Coke thus tracing them. from the- 

; throagh-the Savors, Danes and Normans to our days. 

So that not 'to ſuffer Parliaments to fit to anſwer-the prear 
ends for which they were loſticured, is expreffely contrary to-. 
the Common Law, and fo conſequently of the Law of God as: 
welt as the Law of Natuze, and thereby Violence is offered 
tothe Goveramenr it felt, and Infringement of the Peoples fun-- 
damentat Rights and Libervies. | £9 


Secaudly, What wa find hereof in; the Statats-Law. 


The Statute Laws are As of Parliament which are or 
ought. to be) only Declaratory . of the Common Law, which- 
as you have heard is. founded upon right .Reafon and Scripture ;.. 
for we are told, that ifany thing is enafted cantrary thereto, 
itis void and nuff: As Coke If] 2. C. 29. f. 15. Finchp. 3. 
28 H. $.C. 27. Dot. and Stud. 

The firſt of theſe Statutes which require the frequent. Meat» 


ing 


F- Fox Populi, Or, 
ing and Sittivg of Parliaments, agreeable . to the Common 


Law, wefind to be in the time of Ed. 3. viz. 4 Ed. 3. & ch. -14s. 


In-theſe' words: * * We: , 36 
« Ttews it ts accorded that a Parliament ſhall bt bolder 
uu Year.onge, or more often if need be. ; 3 
he next is in the 36 of the ſame K. Ed. 3. c. 10. viz. 
« Item, For the maintenance” of the oy Articles and Sta- 
© tates, and Redreſrne // wh Milſchiefs and Grievances which 
< daily happen. 4 Patlia gone bolden every year, as: 
o& at another tifrie was ordamea by a Stutate,' vizc the afores' 
mentioned, in his 4. year. And: agreeable hereto, are thoſe: 
Statutes upon the Rolls, viz. 5 Ed. 2.—1 R.2. N®, 95. | 
By which Srtatates it appeareth, that Parliaments ought An- 
nually to meet, to'{upport the Government, and to redreſs che 
Grievances which 'may- happen- ini the interval of Parliaments; ; 
That - being the. great, End propoſed jri- their: {aid- ings. 
Now,- For Parliatnents to meet Annually, and' not: ſuffered to; 
fic to Anſwer the Ends, burto be Prorogued or Diflolved before) 
they have finiſhed their Work, would be nothing bura deluqing! 
the Law, and a ſtriking at the foundation of the Goverament 11 ; 
ſelf, and rend*ring Parkaments altogether Ulelels ; forit wonld 
be all one to have No Parliaments at all, as to have them furnd' 
off by. the Prince before they have done that they: were (Called: 
and intruſted ro do. For by the fame Rule w they may. 
be ſo rurn'd off Que Seſſion, they may be three Seſſions, and 
ſo to threeſcore, to the breaking of: the Government, and. 
introducing Arbitrary Power. To Prevent ſuch intollerable 
Milchiefs: and Inconveniencies, are ſuch pood Laws as theſe 
made in this Kings time, and which wereſo Sacredly obſerv-: 
ed in after times, That it was a Caltom, eſpecially 4n_ the 
Reigns of H. 4. H. 5. H. 6. to have a Proclamation made 
* An ho- in Weſt rinſter-Hall before the end of every Seffion, * That 
neſt and 8 @ | thoſe who had any matter to preſent to the Parliament, 
Proclama- © ſhonld bring it in before ſuch a day, for otherwiſe, the Par- 
tion to be © liament at that Day ſbeuld Determine, Whezeby it ap-. 
made every pears the People: were not to be eluded. nor  difappointed 
Parliament. þ,y, burpriziog Prorogations #nd Diſſolutions, to fruſtrate and 

make void the great ends 6f Parliaments. p 


The Peoples Cleins to their Parliaments Sitting. 9 
And to this parpeſe ſaith a late Learned Author , ** That 
[1 


on «;f there Was no Statute , or any thing upon record extant, 
Bs « concerning the Parliaments fitting tc redreſs. grievances, yet 
al &« that I muſt believe, that it is fo by the fundamental Law 
&« of the Government, which muſt be Lame and imper fett with- 
&« out it ; [_ For, otherwiſe the Prince and his Miniſters may 
: &« do what they pleaſe, and their Wills may be their Laws, } 
_ « Therefore it 5s provided for in the vcry Eſſence and Con- 
my: « itution of the Government it ſelf ;, and this { ſaith our 
4 « Author ) we may call. the Common Law, whigh. is of «s 
= KU much value ( if 'not more } than any Statute, and of which 
IT « all our good Atts of Parliament and Magna. Charta ir 
"ah « ſelf is but Declaratory ;, ſo that though the King is intruſted 
the «ith the formal part of ſummoning and- pronouncing the 
bn « diſſolution of Parliaments, which. is doze by Wrzt ; yet the 
BY + « Laws which Oblige him ( as well as ws ) have determined 
wy &« how, and when be ſhall do it ;, which is enough to ſhew, that 
wy « the Kings ſhare inthe Soverargnty, that 35 in the Parliament, 
Hs « 75 cut out to himby Law, not left at his diſpoſal. ". 
#4 The Next Statute we ſhall mention;to infocce this funda- ©} = _ 
ald mental Right and Priviledge,is the 25th. E4. 3. ch. 23. cal gratute of 


yy led the Starute of Proviſors, which was nade tO reyent Proviſors. 
led: and” Cut off the .Incroachments of the Biſhops of Rome, 
m_ whoſe Var > ene in. diſpoſing of Benefices occafioned. in- 
pg; tollerable Grieyances, wherein , in the Preamble of the 
ſaid Statute, it is expreſſed as followeth. 


=_ &< Whereupon the Commons have prayed our ſaid Soucraign 
A * Lord the King, that ſith the Right of the Crown of England, 
- | « and the Law of the ſaid Realm is: ſuch, that wpon the Mil- 
+ 5 ©& chiefs and Damage which happencth to his Realmy he ought 
= &« and is bounden of the accord of his ſaid People in his Par- 
"Pat &« lzament, thereof to make Remedy and Law, in avoiding the 
ke: « Miſchiefs and Damage which thereof cometh; That it may 
a &« pleaſe him thereupon to provide Remedy. Our Sovirainn 


&* Lord the King ſeeing the Miſchiefs and Damage before 
ed © named. and baving regard tothe ſaid Statute made.in the 
«© rime of his ſatd Grand-Father, and to the Cauſes contained 
in the ſame, which Statute boldeth always bis force, and 
And | - was never defeated or _—_ in any point, and by ſs much 
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..£ Vox Popali, Or, L 
« is bound. by his Oath to do the ſame, tabe kepr as the Law 
« of this Realm, though that by Sufferarice and Negligence it 
« hath ſince beey attempted to the cont rary : And al having 
«K regard tg the grievous Complaiuts made to him by bis 
« People in divers Parliaments holden heretofore, Willing ta 
« gdain Remedy for the great Damages and Mi chiefs which 
« have happened and dayly do happen I the ſaid Cauſe, &c, 
« By the affent of all the great Men and Commonalty of his 
« {aid Realm, hath Ordained and Eitabliſhed, &c. 

[n which preamble of the Statute we may obſerve, (1.) 
The intolterable grievance and burden, which was occa- 
fond by the illegal Incroachments of the See of Rome, 
C 2. ) The many Complaints the People had made, wha 
in thofe dark times, under Popery were ſenſible of, groan- 
ing ender thoſe Burders. ( 3.) The Endeavours uſed 
tn vain by former Parliaments to Redrefs the fame, 
And to bring the's Laws in being, to have their Force 


and Effet. ( 4s) The acknowledgment of the King and | 


Partament, that the Obligation hereto was upon the King, 

(1.) From the Right of the Crown, which obliged 
every King to paſs good Laws... (2,) The Statute in 
force. &D, The King's Oath tv keep the Old and paſs 
new Laws for his Peoples fafeguard, which -they ſhauld 


tender to him. C4.) From the ſence of the People, ex- * 


preſſed tn their Complaints ;, and, C 5.) From the , Mif- 
chief and Damage which woutd otherwife enſue. _. 
And therefore by the deſire and accord of his Peapte, 
He paſſes this famous Law. The Preamble whereof, is here 
xecited. | 
Another Statxze to the fame purpoſe you find: 2. KR. 2. 
Ns. 28. < Alſo the Commons in Parhkiamont pray, that forac- 
« much as Petitions and' Bills preſented in Ferflaman by dr 
« vers of the Commons, conld nat heretofore have their Reſpe- 
« tF;ve Anſwers ;, That therefore both their Petitions and Bulls 
& 2n this preſent Parliament, as atſo others which ſhall be pre- 
« {ented in any future afar cLvRra ans bave a good and Cracy 
os Anfwer: and Remedy ordained thereupan before the: de- 
« parting of every Parli« ment : Avd that to this parpoſe, 4 
v axe Statute be enſraled [or Enated J at this. preſent Par- 
; hoy hament, 


ct 


the Peoples Claim to their Parliaments Sitting. 


« /;ament,, to be and remain in Force for ail tiqnes to come. 
' T6 which the, King Rewleen: 


ROY 6 Anſwer. | 
"7 E ry felt is plea ed that all ſuch Petitions des 
Irver'd in Parliament, of things (.or matters } 
oth be determined ;.4 and Rex. 


7 made and given b the De- 
- & RTE S 

In which excellerit Law we Ac fo The (1). A Com- 
poiey'® frag: Panels, el eir Bills having aforetime 
py Pg RR Upredrelid, unſeaſo» 
| —. Gn pA dagermegent «1 moe © ta very Parham 

. (2) Thata liame 
reQtifie char Abole f mich; bin the ad, 03.) That 


ſhould for a temporary Law , 
Mens of few Aolate Ne Neceſſity, in, in for Parlia» 

mens be ified, is of common Right Right might paſs. 

Suitable hereto,we have => I Chief Juſtice Gs th nk 
great Oracle 'df the Law, in his /»ſt:e. #-p-1h 
"ring; ''* Perironi "rr Ct vg very Ne: 
« have been nas prof aw and Cuſtom of Parliament, 

Pay Sdby 


© before the 
Li he, by the ancient Treatiſe De Mods 


This appears 
tenendi Parliamentum, in theſe Words faithfully Tranſlated. 
The Parliament o not to be ended while any Petition de 
perdeth undiſcaſſe or at the leaſt to which a determinate An» 
ſer is-not made. Rot. Par.17.F.3. No. 60. 25 E. 3. No. 60. 
50E. 3. 'N0- 212, 2R. 2. 134. 2R. 2. No. 38. 
132, 2H. 4.325. 113. 

&« And that one of the principal ends of calling Parliaments, 
* is for redreſſing of Grievances that daily ha % 36E. 3. 
c. 10. 18E. 3. C. 14: 5oE. 3. No. 17, Lyons , Rot, Par, 
1H.y.Ne-17.” 13 H.4. No-g. 

And that as concerning the Spirtia of Parliaments, 
Je onght tobe in ſuch a manner : ſaith Modus Tenendi. vzz, 


Tobe demwmule yea and WO Proclaimed in the Parlia- 


ment, 
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Vox ' Populi, Or, 
ment, And within the Palace of the Parliament, whether there 
be any that hath delivered a Petition to the Parliament, and hath 
not received Anſwer thereto, if there be none ſuch, it # to be 
ſuppoſed, that every one 1s Satisfied, or elſe Anſwered unto at the 
leaſt, ſo far forth as by the Law he maybe. Ard which cuſtom 
was obſerved in after Ages, as you have heard before, 

. Concerning the Antiquity and Authority of this Ancient 
Treatiſe , called Modus tenends Parliamentum (ſaith my 
Lord Cks ) whereof we make often ufe-in our Inftitntes ; 
Certain it 1s, that this Modus was Rehear ſed and Declared be- 
fore the Conqueror at the time of bis Conqueſt,, and by bim ap- 
proved for England, and accordingly be according to Modus 
beld a ' Parliament for England » 4s appears 21 E. 3. 
fo. 60. " 
 Whereby you clearly perceive;that theſe wholſome Laws 
are not only 1n full agreement with*the Common Law and 
declartive thereof , but in full accord with the Oath and 
Office of the Prince, who has that great truſt by the Law 
lodged with him for the good and benefit not hurt and 
miſchicf of the People, viz, Ps Bk, 
Firſt, theſe Laws are very fuitable to-the Office and Du- 
ty of aRuler, and the end for which he was inſtituted by 
God himſelf, who commands him to .do Judgment, and 
Juſtice ' to all ; efpecialy, to. the Oppreſled, and not to 
deny thenrany requeſt for their relief, protection or wel- 
fare, 2 Sam. 22. 3. 1Chron.13.1,to' 5.2 Chron. 9.8.19.5. &c. 
E/t. 1.13. Our Law Books enjoyning the fame, as Bratton 
Lib.-r. C.2.Lib. 3. c.9.fol. 167. &c. Fortiſene,ch.g. fo. 15.c.7. 
fol. 5. 11. Coke 7. Book Reports, Calvins Cafe f+..11. 
* Secondly, they are alſo in full Harmony with the Kings 
Coronation -Oath Solemnly made to all bis on » VIZ, 
To grant, fulfil, and defend «ll rightful Laws which the Com- 
mons of the Realm ſhall chooſe, and to ſtrengthen and main- 
rain them after his Power. 19% 
+ Thirdly, Theſe Laws arcalfo infull agreement; and one- 
neſs with 24agna Charta itſell, that Antient. Fundamental 
Law which bath been Confirmed by at leaſt Forvy Par- 
haments , viz.We ſhall dezy, We ſhall defer to no Man Tur 
tice and Right,much leſs to the whole Parhament and _ 
OM) 


_. the Peoples Claim to their Parliaments SUHIng. 


dom, in denying or deferring to.paſs ſuch neceſſary Bills 
. which the | 


les needs call .for, | 
Objett, Bur. to all this wbich hattr beea ſaid, it may be 

objected, That ſeveral of our Princes have otherwiſe 
progiice by Dilſſolving or [ as laterly uſed, by] Proroguing 

arliaments at their pleaſures, before Grievances were Re- 
dreſſed, and Publick Bills of Common Safety Paſſed, and 
that as.a Priviledge, belonging to the Royal Prerogative. 
. .. Anfy: To, which it is Anſweres That granting they have 
Jo done ; fy z.it is moſt manifeſt that duth rot therefore 
create a right tothem ſo to do; according to that kyown max= 
ame, a fatto ad -jus non valet Conſequentia , eſpecrally, 
when ſuch Attions are againſt ſo many expreſs and poſitrue 
Lams, ſuch Principles of Common Right and Juſtice, and ſo 
many particular T yes and Obligations upon themſelves to the- 
Contrary, _ , 
.. Secondly, But if it had bcen ſo, yet neither can Preroga- 
tive be pleaded to Juſtify ſuch PreCtices, becauſe the King 
has no Prerogative , but what the Law gives him ; and ir 
can give none to deſtroy its ſelf, and thoſe ic protects, 
but the contrary. 3racon m. his Comments, pag. 487. tells 
us, © That although the Common Lew doth allow many Prero- 


© gatives to the King, ye #<dith not allow any,that. He ſhall p, nm. 


3 


& wrong, or hurt any by HisPreragative, ' Therefore tis well p. 437. 


faid, by a late Worthy Author upon this point, Thar what 


Power or Prerogative the Kings have in Them, ought to 


- be uſed according to the true and genuine intent of the Go- 


vernment; that is for the Preſervation and Intereſt of the Pec- 
ple. And not for the diſappointing the Councils of a Parlia- 
ment, towards reformeug Grieuances , aud making proviſion 
for the future Execution of the Laws ;'\and when evcr. it is ap= 
plyed to fruflirate thoſe ends, it is a Violation of Right, 
"ana Infringment of the Kings Coronation Oath, who is 
"obliged to Paſs or yo wer thoſe Laws His People ſlall chuſe. 
And tho He had ſich a Prerogative by Law, yet it ſhould 
-nor be ſo uſed, efpecially in time of Eminent danger and 
diſtreſs. The late King in his Adviceto his Majelty that 
now 1S, In his "Eur Ban) 239. Tells bim that his Pre-- 
rogatree 45. beſt ſhewed, and exerciſed, in Remitting, rather- 

thaw 


14 | Vox Populi, Or, indy « 
than exatting the Rigor of the Laws, there 'bejng wethiug 
Wor ſe than Legal Tyramy. . wy, 
The lars For would he bave bim entertain any Aver ſion or Diſtike 
King's ad» of Parliaments, which in their right Conſtiration, with freedom 
v ce ro bis and honour ,, will never Injure or Diminiſh His Greatneſs, 
Myeſty. but will rather be as irterchangings of Love, Loyalty. and 
Confidence, between a Prince and his People. oy 
It is true, ſome Flatterers and Traytors: nave preſoaged, 
in- defiance to their Countries Rights, to aſſert that a 
boundleſs Prerogative belongs to Kings, As did Chief Juſtice 
Triſi;an,&c. in R.2%s. time, Adviſing him that be might Diſ- 
ſolve Parliaments at pleaſure; and, that no Member ſhould be 
called to Parliament, nor any Att paſt in either Houſe, without 
His Approbation in the firſt -0yz ; and, that who ever advis*d 
otherwiſe were Traytors. But this Advice you read was no 
leſs Fatal to himſelf, than Pernicious to his Prince. 'Bakers 
Chron. Þ. 147) 148, and 159. - . fy 
King Jame3 in bis Speech to' the Parliament 1609. Gives 
them aſſurance,That he never meant to Govern by any Law, but 
the Law of the Land ; tho it be diſputed among them, as if 
he had an intention to alter the Law; and Govern by' the 
abfolute power of a King ;, but to Boa them: out of doubt in 
that 'matter, tells them, That all Kings.who are nos Tyrams, 
or Peyjured, will bound themſelves within the limits of their 
Laws.' And they that perſuade the contrary, .are Vipers and 
Peſts, both - againſt them and the Common-wealth. Wilſon. 
K, F. p: 46- Þ | o_ «, 
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The' Conclufiqn. 


1. FF this be ſo, That by ſo great Authority ( viz. ſo ma- 
[| ny Statutes in- force, The aur warn, of the Com- 
mon Law, the Eſſentials of the Government it ſelf, Magna 
Charta, The Kings Coronation Oath, ſo many Laws of - Goa 
and Man;) the Parliament ought to' fit. to Redreſs Griev- 
ances and provide for Common Safety, eſpecially iy np of 
[> Th | ommon 
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the Peophes Cliime to their Parliaments Sitt ing. 
Common Danger. (And that this is- eminently ſo, who carl 
doubt, that will believe the King; {d many Parliamems, 
The Clond of Witneſſes, the Publick Jadicatures, their own 
ſenſe and experictice of the manifold Miſchiefs which have 
been ated, and the apparent Ruine and Confuſion that im- 
pends the Nation, by the reſtleſs —_— of a bloody 1n- 
tereſt, if ſpeedy m_ is not applyed.) 

Then tet it be Queri'd, Whether the People having thus 
the Knife ar- the Throat, Cities and Habitations Fired, and 
therein their Perſons fryed, Invaſions and InforreQions 
threatned to Deſtroy the King and Sabjedts, Church and 
State 3 and as ſo htely rold beep Jon: Mr. Fiz Harris's com- 
mitrment;) the preſent Deſign on' Foot was to Depoſe and 
Kill the King ; 'and their only remedy hoped for under God 
to give them Relief thus from time to time, Curcf, viz. 
Their Parltaments,who with ſo much care;coft and pains are 
EleCted, ſent np, and* Intruſted for their PI off re 
infecta, and rendred ſo infignificant by thoſe frequent Pro- 
rogations and Diffolutions.' Vari R 

Are they not therefore juſtified in their important Cryes, 
in their many Humble Petitions to'their King, Fervent Ad- 
drefſes to their Members, earneſt Claims for this their Birth- 
right kerEPleaded, whith thELaws bf theKingdom, conſo- 
nant t6 the Laws of God and Nature, has given them ? 
.-2; Ifſo, what then ſhalt be ſaid to thoſe who 2dviſeto 
this high Violation'of their Countries Rights, to the ir 
fringing ſo many juſt Laws,and expofmeg the Publick to thoſe 
deſperate hazards, if not a total Ruine ? 

K King Aifred' ( as Andrew Horne in his Mirror of Jr- 
fice tells us) hanged Dartkng,  Segnon, Cedwine, Cole, and 
Forty Judges more; for Judging contrary to Law ; and yet 
all thoſe falſe Judgments were but in particular and privare 
Caſes.; What Death. do+:thofe: Mea daferve , who cffer 
this violence to the Law it ſelf, and all the Sacred Rights of 
their Country ? If the+Eord Chief Juſtice Thorp in £0. 3”. 
time, for receividg the Bribery of- One hnndretpovnds was 
adjudged to he Hanged as one that had made the Kmg break 
his Oath to the People ; How much more: gviky-are they 


of making the King: break his Coronation Oath that yer 


S, 


ſwade, him: to. At 
ments, 
worn to dg 


hand Os 


all theſe y bar3cn Laws doo Statutes of 
And: if Blake the Kings Coxpcil but for Af 

Matter and Crooring: v] Ns Andiftments ht Kin 

mand contrar gþ' it 1s hy 

the Kings Or F 

Quartered for that,” has} mY 

in the Total Deſtruction of oat 

and as much as in them lies 

And it Uk, theunder Shevit we Of 

the Laws.) for but endeavouring - to-4i> 1 Fl, 4 

and their Accomplices againſ fome: of the-Lvvs, was alſo 

with Five more Hang , Drawn. and Qutaztered-”;,, Whar 

puniſhment may they + þ 2 that. Aid' and; endeavour the _-— 

Subyertion of all the Laws of the Kingdom? Andf Emp- 

ſon and Dudley in Henry the Eights time , though-two of 

the Kings privy. Councel, were Hanged for Procuridg amd 

Executing an AQ of. Parliament: contrary to the-Fundar 

mental Laws of the Kingdom) and to the geeat yexation.of 

the People ; ſo that though they had:an-Act! of Parljament 

of their ſide, yet that Act being againſt the known Laws of 

the Land,were Hang'd as Traytors for putting that Stathte 

In Execution : then what ſhall become of thoſe who have no 

ſuchAct to ſhelter themſelyes under, and'\who: ſhall ACtyior 

only my to, but to the Deſtruſtion of theFundamectal 

Laws of the Kingdom,. and how Harmenious ſach Juſtice 

will be, the Text tells us, Dent. 27: LY iCarſed he bt that 

removeth his Neighbours Land-mark,; and'all the Peeple ſhall 


Jay, Amen 
That chie ens Seſſion may ve aber Iſſue, te anſwer the 
great ends of Marliaments, , and our prefent Exvgexcies 
and Neceſſities, i5 the inceſſant Cry and tengivg rd 
all the Proteſtants. iu the Land. 
EF Il N 1 S. 
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